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ABSTRACT  : 

 
The present paper deals with the effectiveness of SMCs with special reference to 

state of Haryana. It explains How SMCs helps in achieving the provisions made 

under RTE 2009. The Introductory part of the paper describes importance of 

community participation, composition of SMCs under RTE Act 2009. The second 

part deals with impact of SMC on school education in term of access and retention. 

Finally, it explains the issues and challenges regarding its effectiveness along with policy 

implication/suggestions for future strategy formulation. 
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Introduction  

 It is commonly realized that goal of UEE, EFA and Right to Education cannot be achieved without 

considering the importance of community participation. A community is generally viewed as a group of people 

residing in a defined geographical area, who have common interest and work together. They may also have a feeling 

of belongingness. Though all Communities may not be homogenous, but their feeling of belongingness and common 

interest help a lot in achieving the goal of UEE and RTE 2009. Being Joint venture of State and Society it become 

easier to improve the level of Access, Quality and Equity at elementary level of education. 

 Various Programmes, policies and studies clearly reveal that for requisite outcomes in school education, the 

role of community participation cannot be denied. 

 The Interactions between school and the community have two dimensions: To bring the society into the 

school and to bring the school into the society (Patterson and Harwood 1995). Community participation has been 

recognized as an important and significant strategy for an efficient and effective utilization of limited resources in 

order to identify and solve problems of education sector and to provide quality education for children (Pailwar and 

Mahajan 2005). 

 In the context of India, Govinda and Diwan advocate community participation for “involvement of parents 

and community leaders as partners in supporting educational activities that contributes to improvement in their own 

lives” (Govinda and Diwan 2003:15).  

The National Policy of Education 1986 stressed upon community participation in educational management. 

The NPE states that local communities of parents and village residents, through appropriate bodies will be assigned 

a major role in the programme of school management. “Community involvement would establish a close linkage 

between school and community and help in improving quality in education, reduction of absenteeism and 

irregularity” (National Policy on Education 1986). 

The Revised Policy in Education in 1992 (POA) also called for community participation in educational 

planning and management. The language used to describe the rationale for decentralization underwent a significant 

transformation. Phrases such as „empowering the people‟ or „grassroots level democracy‟ almost disappeared from 

the discourse putting considerable emphasis on efficiency of system.  

 Yet, the Moily Committee (Policy in Education 1992), set up by the Central Advisory Board of Education 

(CABE), argued: “It is increasingly becoming evident that the bureaucratic systems are not able to manage the 

challenges in the field of educational development and people‟s participation is seen the world over as an essential 

pre-requisite for achieving the goal of education for all. It is in this context that the Committee perceives the 


